Pro Bono
LGBTQ cases
Nixon Peabody believes that LGBTQ rights are human rights, and that no one should be
denied access to employment, education, safety or appropriate medical care because of
their sexual orientation or gender identity. Our attorneys record thousands of pro bono
hours each year helping LGBTQ people advance the fight for full equality.
 Attorneys in Los Angeles and San Francisco are
teaming with the ACLU of Idaho on a prisoner’s
rights case. We are representing a transgender
client who was wrongfully denied a gender
dysphoria diagnosis, access to hormone
replacement therapy and other resources by the
Idaho Department of Corrections. We believe this is
part of a de facto policy of discrimination against
transgender inmates by the corrections department.

 Nixon Peabody is moving to join a California state
civil rights lawsuit on behalf of a transgender
woman who was denied the use of the women’s
locker room at a Crunch Fitness gym outside San
Diego. The plaintiff is a longtime member of the
gym who was denied use of the women’s changing
facilities for more than a year after she began
transitioning, subjecting her to multiple incidents of
harassment.

 A team of Chicago attorneys, partnering with the
ACLU of Iowa, went before the Iowa Supreme
Court on behalf of two transgender women whose
gender-affirming surgeries were denied by state
Medicaid officials. The District Court previously
ruled this regulation violates the state Constitution
and civil right statutes. A win at the Supreme Court
would have far-reaching effects on similar
prohibitions across the country.

 A team from Los Angeles helped a lesbian couple
obtain a settlement against Allegiant Airlines after
the couple and their children were wrongfully
forced off their flight due to their sexual
orientation.

 Nixon Peabody was recently honored as Law Firm
of the Year by the San Francisco-based AIDS Legal
Referral Panel. Two of our San Francisco partners
are ALRP board members and have longstanding
pro bono relationships with the organization, which
connects HIV+ people with needed resources.

 Attorneys across the firm have represented people
seeking asylum in the U.S. due to anti-LGBTQ
persecution in their home countries, including
Grenada, Russia, Uganda and Venezuela. Two San
Francisco partners secured asylum for a gay, HIVpositive man from Mexico who deserted the
military due to persecution based on his sexual
orientation and political opinion, and secured
asylum for a transgender woman from Mexico who
fled lifelong violence and abuse based on her sexual
orientation.
 Offices across the country help transgender clients
who need assistance aligning their legal documents
with their gender identity, increasing their access to
jobs, education and public benefits. Our Albany
office recently received an award for their extensive
work in this area.

